
Prayer Avails Much 

Encouragement for Today                                                        
Diane Eble, author of Abundant Gifts: A Daybook of Grace-Filled Devotions  

The National Day of Prayer is a day desig-
nated by the United States Congress as a 
day when people are asked to come to-
gether and pray, especially for this country. 
It was created as a floating holiday in 1952 
and fixed on the first Thursday in May by 
President Reagan. 

The 58th National Day of Prayer will be on 
May 7, 2009, the first Thursday in 
May.  The theme for this year's National 
Day of Prayer is "Prayer...America's 
Hope!"   We, as believers, can be confident 
that when we come to God in humble 
prayer, He hears us and stands ready to 
respond to our cries for help.  Our forefa-
thers sought God for guidance and safe-
keeping; and we, too, can depend on His 
divine intervention if we will turn to Him 
in repentance and prayer.                                           

believe. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for 
signs from heaven. And it is foolish to the 
Greeks, who seek human wisdom. So when we 
preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are 
offended and the Gentiles say it's all nonsense. 
But to those called by God to salvation, both 
Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God 
and the wisdom of God."  

1 Corinthians 1:21ï24  

Thank you , Dear Lord, for writing your love 
on our hearts.  May we reveal you to others in 
all we do and say today.  Amen 

In our world today, many people think they 
have found God. But the only true way to 
God is through Jesus. This will seem foolish 
or even downright offensive to the world at 
large. We shouldn't expect everyone to receive 
it. In our desire to see as many come to the 
truth as possible, we must never compromise 
the "offensive" message that there is only one 
true way to the true God: Jesus Christ who 
suffered for sin, died, and was raised from the 
dead. This is the message, and God will open 
the hearts of some to receive it.  

"Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world 
would never know him through human wisdom, he 
has used our foolish preaching to save those who 

Church Calendar 
 

Every Week: 
Sunday School for all @ 9:15AM 
 
Sunday Worship @10:30AM   

Sunday Bible Study @5PM  

Tuesday Intercessory Prayer @9AM 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch 
@11:30AM 

Wednesday Eastertide              
ReflectionðBible Study @6PM 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsal @7PM 

Saturday AA,  Al-Anon, Alateen  
@8:30PM 

Special Events: 

2nd Sunday Church Breakfast Given 
by UM Men @ 8AM 

1st Sunday Food Bank Collection 

Saturday Yard Sale, May 16 @ 
8AM-2PM 

Monday Lay Visitation Training, 
June 8, 2009 

Vacation Bible School (VBS),       
Crock Dock  
¶ Mon-Fri June22-26 @ 9:30-11AM 
¶ Saturday Festival! June 27 @     

10:30-AM-1:30PM  
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  Pastorôs Desk  Jennifer Fenner 

Please adopt one (or more) area of the church grounds!   I have 
mapped out eight (8) areas that need landscape/gardening care this 
growing season.    Please see me to select an area around the 
Church grounds that you can maintain and upgrade as needed this 
growing season. 

Maintaining the grounds can provide another opportunity to con-
nect/pray/fellowship with God our creator in such a quiet way.  It 
will reminds us of Christ our Redeemer, who is constantly planting, 
pruning, fertilizing and growing our lives into His kingdom. 

Contact me today!   
 

God, help us to turn away from distractions 
so that we can hear your voice in the quiet 
place you have for us.  Speak Lord God, for 
your servant is listening.  Amen! 
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May 16 
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Table Space 
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Adopt a Bethel Garden Plot a note from Bob Hooker 

 

Bethel Church 

Parking Lot 

 

Dear Bethel Friends in Christ 
 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our risen Lord. It is a joy to live in this season of 
Eastertide and a challenge to remain faithful to all that God has put before us in these 
days. I am excited to have been given the opportunity to serve Christ here and am 
amazed at all the ways in which the Spirit of God seems to be leading and guiding us as 
a fellowship. What a wonderful teacher the Spirit of God is, when we let him. 
 

As never before God has been teaching me about the importance of these days between 
Christôs resurrection and Pentecost, the day when the church was gifted with the abid-
ing presence of the Holy Spirit. Instead of just moving through this in-between-season, 
God has been teaching me about all the faithful preparation that was necessary before 
Christôs final ascension and the birth of the body of Christ in the believers. Truly, do we 
ever stop to consider all the hard work that moved the early disciples from crucifixion 
pain to resurrection disbelief; from Easter power to  Pentecost purpose? 
 

I believe that Bethel, in many ways stands in this post-resurrection / pre-Pentecost pe-
riod, waiting, preparing, re-encountering the living Christ so that we can be emboldened 
to claim the Spirit in our lives and  equipped to go forthéto Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and all the world.  So I invite you to let the Spirit sink into your souls in these next 
weeks. Struggle with your questions. Seek the face of God. Humble your hearts and turn 
from all the ways that would keep you from hearing Christ. And prepare your lives for 
the power of God that will strengthen, encourage, direct, and bless us beyond imagina-
tion ï even in the midst of our personal pain and struggle and heartache, when we hum-
ble ourselves before Him.                                        

                                                                          See Pastorôs Desk;  Continued on page 8 



Atlantic Welders to the Rescue!   

As you recall, the church steeple was tearing away from itôs foundation in April.   
Thanks goes out to Mr. Kevin Holmes and his sons Jacob, Robert, and Benjamin 
for a job well done!  Atlantic, Industrial, Mechanical, and Electrical Contractors 
donated material, truck, and man hours;  Grove heating & Cooling of Bowie 
loaned us the power washer; and Mr. Paul Tucker loaned a cherry picker  to lift the 
members of our Holmes family to the rooftop!    

Services have also been provided by Mr. Joe Hooker.  Mr. Hooker donated his time 
in ordering, delivering and installing the boiler room door, vent, and two coats of 
paint. 

Bethel has been truly blessed to get these repairs done.  Again, thank you to our 
business partners!! 

Bethel,  she is Financial Secretary and a member of the choir.  
Barbara is also Bethel's Reserve Member to the Annual     
Conference. She has enjoyed working with people in the 
Spiritual Gifts Workshops. 

Barbara's hobbies include Bridge, 
sports (especially the Orioles), 
and of course reading the Bible. 

She has been on an Emmaus 
Walk and describes it as a leap 
forward in strengthening her 
faith. 

God of light, help us to give you our 
hard times and our fears.  In Jesusô 
name we pray. Amen 

We will be reading and discussing the book: Asking God Your Hardest Questions by Lloyd J. Ogil-
vie.  Questions like What is God like? Where is God when I suffer? Is God really in control?  We would 
love to have you join us any and all Wednesdays for lunch at 11:30 or at noon for the discussions.   
 

Father, thank you for keeping us always in your mind and heart.  We have faith, but help our unbelief.  Help us to 
share your grace with others when they are in need.  In Jesusô name we pray.  Amen 
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Interview with Ms. Anderson!  

Barbara is originally from Greenwich, Connecticut. She was 
born on January 4. Barbara is the widow of  Robert Anderson. 
Together they have two children. Doug  lives in Illinois and 
Valerie lives in Florida.  Between her two children, there are 
four grandsons and two granddaughters. 

Barbara was raised as a Congregationalist. When she married, 
she worshipped with her husband as an Episcopalian. 

She and her husband came to Maryland in 1959. Bob was in 
the military.  After the military, he worked in various branches 
of the government as Barbara worked as an Elementary Educa-
tor. (Mostly to substitute teach).  Barbara served as Director for 
the Department of Aging and legislative liaison with the county 
in Annapolis. She calls herself a professional volunteer. 

Barbara and her husband came to Bethel about six years ago. 
They began attending Bethel as it was closer to home. At     

Getting to know her better   
By Alice Canter 
Witness & Evangelism Team 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch  an Email from Jan Holmes 


